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How to File Water 
Diversion and Use 

Reports Online
This presentation is a web version of remote 
location outreach classes conducted by the 

Division of Water Rights in the Spring of 2010.
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How to File Water Diversion and 
Use Reports Online

PART 1: 
Background on the eWRIMS Report 

Management System.

PART 2: 
Using the online manual to fill out a report.
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PART 1: Online Water 
Diversion and Use Reporting

Background on the eWRIMS 
Report Management System
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There are Four Types of Water 
Diversion and Use Reports

1. Progress Report by Permittee
Filed by those who divert water under a permit to appropriate 
water.

2. Report of Licensee
Filed by those who divert water under a license to appropriate 
water.
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There are Four Types of Water 
Diversion and Use Reports

3. Groundwater Extraction Notices
Filed by those who pump groundwater from unadjudicated 
basins in Los Angeles, Riverside, Ventura, and San Bernadino 
counties. 

4. Statements of Water Diversion and 
Use

Filed by those who divert surface water or pump groundwater 
from known subterranean streams with some exemptions*
*For detailed information on Statement exemptions visit 
www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/
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NOTE:

• First-time filers of Statements of 
Diversion and Use and Groundwater 
Extraction Notices will not be able to 
report using the online system.

• Paper report forms for Initial Statements 
and Groundwater Extraction Notices can 
be printed from the forms page on our 
website.
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The Four Types of Reports are 
Used to:

• Update ownership records
• Determine compliance with terms and 

conditions of the water right
• Determine the amount of water 

beneficially used  
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Why Electronic Reporting?

Benefits for the diverter:
1. Most questions are the same as paper 

reports
2. Online manuals are now available to assist 

in filling out the reports
3. Accurate monthly diversion and use data 

helps water users establish their water right
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Why Electronic Reporting?

• Image scanned from a paper Supplemental 
Statement filed in 2008:

Check marks do not help in determining the Check marks do not help in determining the 
amount of water beneficially used.amount of water beneficially used.

Blank fields = missing dataBlank fields = missing data
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Why Electronic Reporting?
• The online filing system will enhance the 

quality of our data over all four types of 
reports and help us better determine the 
amount of water beneficially used.

• Statement filers used to have the option of 
simply indicating months in which water was 
diverted. Water Code §5103 requires those who 
file Statements to report precise monthly 
amounts of water diversion and use beginning in 
2012.
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Benefits for the Diverter

How accurate monthly diversion and use 
data helps water users establish their 
water right:
If the diverter is:

1) In compliance with the Water Code
2) Diverting under a valid water right
3) Reporting accurate monthly amounts
…then they create official documentation of 

compliance with water rights laws.
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Why Electronic Reporting?

Benefits for the State Water Board:
1. Improve data quality 
2. Conserve resources 
3. Facilitate analysis of data
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Improve Data Quality

• Required fields and drop down menus 
will eliminate the problem of missing data

• Instructions are now available to assist 
filers in providing the information needed 
in the reports

• Accurate water diversion data helps the 
State Water Board determine how much 
water is available for new projects.
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Conserve Resources

• Electronic reports are paperless and 
environmentally friendly

• Electronic reports reduce printing and 
postage costs

• Water diversion and use data is input 
directly into eWRIMS instead of requiring 
manual data entry by State Water Board 
staff.
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Facilitate Analysis of Data

• Historically there was no place in the water 
rights database for this information to be 
collected and analyzed

• State Water Board staff will be able to 
generate diversion and use data reports 
through eWRIMS



16

PART 2: Using the online 
manual to fill out a report.

The online manual provides 
guidance on how to fill out the 

report.
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Public User Manual: 
Where to Find It

From the Water Rights home page From the Water Rights home page 
((www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrightswww.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/) /) 

click on click on ““eWRIMSeWRIMS Database and Database and 
ReportingReporting””
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Public User Manual: 
Where to Find It

Under the Under the ““Training and AssistanceTraining and Assistance”” 
subheading, click on subheading, click on ““eWRIMSeWRIMS Training Training 

and Assistanceand Assistance””
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Public User Manual: 
Where to Find It

The Report Management System The Report Management System 
Public User Manual is located at the Public User Manual is located at the 

top of the top of the eWRIMSeWRIMS Training Training 
Resources page.Resources page.
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Public User Manual: 
How to Use It

• Click on the Table of 
Contents link to view a 
detailed table of contents 
for all five chapters of the 
manual.
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Public User Manual: 
How to Use It

Chapter 1 – System Basics
• Click this link to open the 

chapter which provides 
guidance on features 
common to all four report 
types. 
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Public User Manual: 
How to Use It

• After reviewing System Basics, click the 
link to open the chapter that corresponds 
to the report type.
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Public User Manual: 
How to Use It

• Each chapter 
contains an annotated 
picture of every 
screen in the 
reporting system.

• For guidance on filling 
out specific questions, 
see the written 
instructions following 
each picture.
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For more information:

• Division of Water Rights website:
www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/

• Division of Water Rights telephone
(916) 341-5300

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/
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